
NEW ENGLAND ORGAN COMPOSERS OF THE LATE 19TH CENTURY 
 

The “First Generation” 
Dudley Buck (1839-1909). Studied in Germany in 1850s; organist and teacher in Hartford, Chicago, 
Boston, Brooklyn.  
William Horatio Clarke (1840-1913). Organist in Boston; briefly in Toronto and Indianapolis before 
returning to Boston. Author and teacher. 
John Knowles Paine (1839-1906). Pupil of Kotzschmar, studied in Germany in 1850s, organist in 
Boston and first chaired Music Professor at Harvard. 
Thomas P. Ryder (1836-1887). Organist in Boston, compiler of several collections of pipe and reed 
organ music. 
Lucien H. Southard (1827-1881). Studied at Trinity College and in Boston. Organist and teacher in 
Boston; later president of Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore. 
James C. D. Parker (1828-1917). Studied in Germany; organist of Trinity Church and Handel & 
Haydn Society in Boston. Taught at New England Conservatory. 
Whitney Eugene Thayer (1838-1889). Studied in Germany and with Paine; organist in Worcester and 
Boston. Teacher and editor of first journal for organists. 
George Elbridge Whiting (1842-1924). Studied with Buck, and also in England and Germany. 
Organist in Boston and teacher at New England Conservatory. 
George Brenton Whitney (1842-1914). Student of Paine, organist in Boston and teacher at New 
England Conservatory and Boston University. 
 

The “Second Generation” 
George Whitefield Chadwick (1854-1931). Studied at New England Conservatory and in Germany. 
Organist in Boston and teacher at New England Conservatory; later its President. 
J. Frank Donahoe (1856-1925). Pupil of Thayer and Whiting; organist of Holy Cross Cathedral. 
Henry Morton Dunham (1853-1929). Studied at New England Conservatory, organist in Boston and 
Brockton. Later head of organ dept. at New England Conservatory. 
H. Clarence Eddy (1851-1937). Pupil of Buck, studied in Germany and France, organist in Chicago. 
America’s first internationally known organ recitalist; compiler of organ anthologies. 
Arthur William Foote (1853-1937). Graduate of Harvard and student of Paine; organist in Boston and 
teacher at New England Conservatory. 
Horatio W. Parker (1863-1919). Studied at New England Conservatory and in Germany and 
England; organist in Boston, later music professor at Yale.  
Harry Rowe Shelley (1858-1947). Studied at Yale College and with Buck, organist in New Haven 
and New York. 
Everett Ellsworth Truette (1861-1933). Studied at New England Conservatory and in England and 
France. Organist and teacher in Boston and Newton; editor of a journal for organists. 
 

The “Third Generation” 
Charles Edward Ives (1874-1954). Studied with Buck, Parker and Shelley. Organist in New Haven, 
New York and Danbury. Early organ works recently published. 
Daniel Gregory Mason (1873-1953). Grandson of Lowell Mason, studied at Harvard and later taught 
at Columbia University. Wrote some preludes on Lowell Mason Hymns. 
Amy Cheney Beach (1867-1944). A pianist, not an organist, but studied and performed in Boston. 
Wrote only one known organ work, near the end of her life. 
 
Note: There were many other “third generation” composers who had studied organ and/or composition 
with the “second generation,” but fewer of them were from (or remained in) New England.  
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